Cornish Global Migration Programme
A h Murdoch House, Redruth, Cornwall, TR15 2BU
W cgmp@cornishmigration.org

Collection - Funeral Cards — Memento Mori

Those researching their family history are aware that uncovering death information about an ancestor
can frequently reveal details of their life and that may be difficult to find in any other source. If you
are lucky then an Obituary may be found published perhaps in a newspaper or a book. These can be
invaluable in that they may provide information about birth, marriage, death dates, places of
residence, maiden name, children’s names, parents names, occupations, political and religious and
society affiliations and life highlights. The CGMP traces as many obituaries as possible and these are
added to the individuals record in the Migration Database.

Funeral cards are another source that may reveal death information. The cards will not provide as
much detail as an obituary, but they can still provide useful information. Such cards were distributed
to family, the local community and friends of the deceased to let them know the date and time of the
funeral. They were also a mourning card, kept as a reminder of an acquaintance or loved one —a type
of Memento Mori. If you are fortunate to have an original card in your family archives, then it becomes
a poignant part of your family history archives. Many cards are artistic and beautifully printed.

The Cornish Global Migration have a collection of Funeral Cards. These range considerably in style and
content. In recent years these cards they have gone out of style, instead it is common practice to have
the funeral Director, as part of his duties at the time of the burial / cremation, to distribute a small
‘leaflet’, often incorporating a picture of the deceased and the setting out the order of service. There
may be many years after the death be a memorial services to commemorate the life of a great person
or remember those who died in a disaster. The CGMP include such items within the Funeral Card
collection.

We set out below pictures of some examples from our collection. This is followed by a catalogue of
our collection.
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If then we have a loved one dear,

shOh lullove helr whil;a we may ; ;‘ > ANNA, >
e will not always linger here, S
Too soon she'll fmss ng\vay. 1% The beloved Daughter of WILLIAM & JANE STEPHENS,

Her love we know not how to prize, b Polmorla,
Till from us she is taken, i
And, like an angel from the skies, ab WHO DIED OCTOBER 24th, 1910,

Points us the way to heaven.

AGED 19 YEARS.

GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN.

TInterred at St. Breock, Oct. 25th, 190




In Affectionate Rememhyance

PETER PARKHOUSE, -.

Who died November 18th, 1870;
AGED 82 YEARS.

i

Affliction sore ldng time he bore,
Physicians were in vain;
Till God did please to give him ease,
And take away his pain.
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i Daughter of Wm. and K.
at St. Columb, December
22nd, 1876,
AGED 41 YEARS.

BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHICH DIE IN THE LORD.

In  Zobing fMemory

pain,

ov

WINIFRED,

The dearly beloved dawughter of William ZThomas and
Lillie Key Ward,

ry, o Monday

wro at 12 noon.

11, God loved her best,

world of woe ;
And took her to a home of rest;

WHO DIED AT 17, RIVER STREET, TRURO,

On Friday, February 7th, 1898,

She's free from sickness, free fror
The Cortege leaving

She was too good for here helow,
O may we meet our dear again.

AGED | YEAR AND 9 MONTHS.

T'o be interred at St. Stephen's Ceint
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