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Collection - Marriage Announcement Cards

. Amongst the many types of keepsake that may be found in family papers may well be ones that are
souvenirs of marriages. It was the custom after the marriage ceremony to distribute amongst family
and friend’s small cards that had several purposes. The first was obviously to confirm the union had
been accomplished, the date of the event often being included. Sometimes the church / chapel was
mentioned but always the address of the happy couple. It was also considered important to let people
know that the bride now had a new surname. The brides maiden name was set out but quite often
the family name had an arrow superimposed and pointing towards the husband’s surname, or even a
line drawn through her birth name!

These cards tended to be very small and often folded in the cleverest of ways, in numerous cunning
manners, origami in style. They could be posted in small envelopes which had hardly room for the
address as well as a postage stamp. They must have been a problem for the postal service!

The CGMP have a small collection of such cards, some with a stamped postal envelope. A search of
most ancestry resource pages do not seem to mention this type of family memento. No similar such
collections have been traced in archives.

A few scans of some of the cards are given below, followed by our catalogue. In this we give the
brides maiden name, the husbands name and date of marriage. If the venue of the marriage appears
on the card we include this, if not then we give the town of the address. Quite often, in the mode of
the time, the husbands name only gives the initials of his first names. We have corrected this by
looking up the official registration of the marriage with the civil authorities and have included the GRO
registration reference in the listing.
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